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RESPONSE TO OFFICIAL ACTION 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

This letter is submitted in response to the July 3 1 , 2006 official action. 

The Examiner rejected claims 4 and 5 under 35 U. S. C. § 103. The Examiner 
relied upon the combination of Studin U. S. Patent 6,337,076 (hereinafter Studin) and Blaine 
U. S. Patent 6,572,878 (hereinafter Blaine) to support this rejection. 

Studin matured from an application filed November 17, 1999. The present 
application was filed February 16, 2001, but is a straight continuation of an application filed 
October 16, 1998, which, in turn, claims the benefit of a provisional application filed October 
17, 1997, more than two years before Studin' s filing date. Studin is not prior art to this 
application. 

Blaine matured from an application filed September 7, 2000. Again, the 
present application was filed February 16, 2001, but is a straight continuation of an 
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application filed October 16, 1998, which, in turn, claims the benefit of a provisional 
application filed October 17, 1997, almost three years before Blaine's filing date. Blaine is 
not prior art to this application. 

Accordingly, Applicant submits that his claims 4-12 are entitled to favorable 
consideration, culminating in allowance. Such action is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Richard D. Conard 
Attorney Reg. No. 27321 
Attorney for Applicant 
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